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Dear Peridance friends and families,

I am thrilled to extend a warm and festive welcome to each and every one of 
you for our production of The Nutcracker. It’s been too long since we’ve 
gathered together to unite around Peridance’s take on this classic story.

Peridance is proud to be a hub of artistic expression, and The Nutcracker is a 
shining example of the creativity and fun that define our community. A 
collaboration between Peridance Contemporary Dance Company, the 
Certificate Program, and the School at Peridance’s Core Program and Youth 
Ensemble, this production promises to be an enchanting world of dance and 
wonder. 

I would like to thank the amazing staff, teachers, and artists who made this 
work possible - along with all of you! Thank you for joining us, and we wish you 
a delightful evening filled with the spirit of the season.

Warm regards,

Igal Perry
Founder and Artistic Director
Peridance Contemporary Dance Company • Peridance Center

Welcome



Concept, Choreography, and Scenery Igal Perry
Music Pyotr Illytch Tchaikovsky

Additional Music Selections Johann Strauss, Les Tambours du Bronx, 
Antonin Leopold Dvorak

Additional Choreography Cebo Carr, Karin Rendelman, 
Marlena Wolfe, Diego Funes

Choreographer Assistant Nikki Holck
Rehearsal Assistants Colin Heininger, Katie Currier, Valerie Kosnevich

Lighting Designer Brant Thomas Murray
Original Production Design Junichi Fukuda

Costumes (My Parents, Into the Night, My Prince and Princess) Erica Johnston
Additional Costumes Igal Perry

Music Editing Igal Perry
Izadora Programmer Kathleen Kelly

Photos by Kat duPont Vecchio

The Nutcracker



Cast A: Friday 12/8 (7:30pm); Saturday 12/9 (3:00pm); Sunday 12/10 (6:00pm)
Cast B: Saturday 12/9 (7:30pm); Sunday 12/10 (2:00pm)

PRINCIPAL ROLES
Drosselmeyer - Mizuho Kappa

Franz - Zachary Fisher
Cast A:     Prince - Matthew Schroeder     Princess - Elena Gimenez 

Cast B:     Prince - Manish Chauhan     Princess - Miku Hirayama 

PERIDANCE CONTEMPORARY DANCE COMPANY
Alexandre Barranco, Manish Chauhan, Isabelle Evans, Elena Gimenez, 

Colin Heininger, Mizuho Kappa, Myles King, Amanda Molina, Mikael Pasini, 
Sadiya Ramos, Matthew Schroeder 

Trainees: Aly Candland, Miku Hirayama, Joaquin Ruiz Martin, Adianna Valentine

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Ballet/Contemporary Track: Doriane Argellies, Anna Bernal 

Campos, Berenice Marilí Carballo Pérez, Duang Chomphuworn, Ana Cooke, 
Hyun Ji Jeon, Noah Laor, Plüme Schéhérazade Leautier, Mao Moriuchi, Sakura 

Ofukata, Seonyoung Park, Joaquin Ruiz Martin, David Stocchi, Nila Van Der Male 

Commercial Track: Virginie Bavaud, César Renato Amorim De Assis, 
Karin Furui, Puspa Ghalley, Laura Hertzeisen, Roberta Lavalle Diaz Mendoza, 

Scarlet Nixon Klein, Jeanne Oliver, Ximena Reiterhart Trevino, 
Manuel Rodriguez, Sterre Schaapherder, Maria Talavera, Iman Young

CORE PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM
Pre-Core: Ellery Dreyer, Annika Laddey, Samantha Levi

Core A: Sawyer Bailey, Kokomi Bias, Rose Menkes, Chloe Feurtado

Core B: Zachary Fisher, Sydney Flynn, Fernanda Kahhat, Audrey Martin, 
Katie Mestizo, SophieRoux Nguyen, Mavis Rosenthal

Core C: Abby Dowd, Zoe Dumis, Sienna Lai Gaetani, Sansara Sarkar, 
Annabel Schiff, Camilla Tecce, Isabelle Zhang

Core D: Clara Bliwise, Miya Carpenter, Isabella Ferrando, 
Ariadni Kambouroglou, Nicole Lee, Gigi Perlman, Bella Walz

Youth Ensemble: Clara Bliwise, Miya Carpenter, Isabella Ferrando, 
Nicole Lee, Gigi Perlman, Bella Walz, Margot Anderson-Song

SynKopate Tap Company: Sienna Ashworth, Chloe Tom

Cast



Cast
Overture

Drosselmeyer, Alexandre Barranco, Mikael Pasini, Myles King, Aly Candland, 
Isabelle Evans, Adianna Valentine, Amanda Molina, Joaquin Ruiz, Sadiya Ramos  

Cast A: Manish Chauhan, Miku Hirayama
Cast B: Matthew Schroeder, Elena Gimenez 

The Journey

Children’s March
Franz With Pre-Core & Core A

Masquerade
Certificate Program Ballet/Contemporary Track, César Renato Amorim De Assis, 

Amanda Molina, Alexandre Barranco, Aly Candland
Cast A: Manish Chauhan, Myles King, Isabelle Evans

Cast B: Matthew Schroeder, Mikael Pasini, Adianna Valentine

I Am Drosselmeyer
Drosselmeyer

Sugar Dolls
Cast A: Mikael Pasini, Adianna Valentine

Cast B: Myles King, Elena Gimenez

Minuette
Cast A: Joaquin Ruiz Martin & Aly Candland, 

Colin Heininger & Amanda Molina, Myles King & Isabelle Evans 
Cast B: Matthew Schroeder & Sadiya Ramos, 

Colin Heininger & Amanda Molina, Mikael Pasini & Isabelle Evans 

Hip Hop Dolls
Certificate Program Commercial Track

Ballerinas
Core D

My Parents
Franz, Drosselmeyer

Cast A: Elena Gimenez, Matthew Schroeder 
Cast B: Miku Hirayama, Manish Chauhan

Into The Night
Matthew Schroeder, Elena Gimenez, Manish Chauhan, Miku Hirayama, 

Alexandre Barranco, Adianna Valentine, Mikael Pasini, Isabelle Evans, Myles King, 
Amanda Molina, Sadiya Ramos

Cast A: Colin Heininger     Cast B: Joaquin Ruiz Martin

Scenes



My Nutcracker
Franz, Drosselmeyer

Snow Country
Franz, Drosselmeyer, Amanda Molina, Isabelle Evans, Aly Candland,

Doriane Estelle Elora Argellies, Anna Bernal Campos, Berenice Marilí Carballo Pérez, 
Ana Cooke, Hyun Ji Jeon, Noah Laor, Sakura Ofukata, Mao Moriuchi, 

Cast A: Adianna Valentine     Cast B: Elena Gimenez

Skaters
Core C/D

Cast A: Alexandre Barranco, Miku Hirayama 
Cast B: Myles King, Adianna Valentine

Friday (7:30pm), Saturday (7:30pm), Sunday (6:00pm): Miya Carpenter 
Swing: Margot Anderson-Song

In Front of the Russain Tea Room
Cast A: Manish Chauhan, Adianna Valentine, Myles King, Isabelle Evans

Cast B: Colin Heininger, Amanda Molina, Mikael Pasini, Isabelle Evans

Canal Street Duel
(All performances except 12/9 @ 3:00pm)

SynKopate Tap Company

The Queen of Coney Island
Giorgia Vitali with

Margo Anderson-Song, Clara Bliwise, Miya Carpenter, Ana Cooke, 
Isabella Ferrando, Roberta Lavalle, Nicole Lee, Hsiao-Ning Liao, 

Shayna Malhotra, Gigi Perlman, Ximena Reiterhart, Sterre Schaappherder, 
Maria Talavera Muñozcano, Nila van der Male, Bella Walz

Desert Sands
Cast A: Joaquin Ruiz Martin, Aly Candland 

Cast B: Matthew Schroeder, Sadiya Ramos

La Danza Espanola
Cast A: Colin Heininger, Amanda Molina, Alexandre Barranco, Adianna Valentine

Cast B: Mikael Pasini, Elena Gimenez, Myles King, Aly Candland

Butterflies
Franz with Core B

Spring Flowers
Mikael Pasini, Myles King, Joaquin Ruiz Martin, Aly Candland, Adianna Valentine, 

Certificate Program Ballet/Contemporary Track
Cast A: Manish Chauhan       Cast B: Matthew Schroeder 

My Prince And Princess 
Prince and Princess

Finale & Epilogue
Full Cast



PERIDANCE STAFF
Founder and Artistic Director Igal Perry

Business Manager / CFO Ron Perry
AP Manager, HR, and Technical Director Tomer Perry

Managing Director, Certificate Program Coordinator Nikki Holck
Program Administrator, Open Classes, Groups, Rentals Carissa Fodera

Operations Manager Sarah Iguchi 
Marketing and Media Coordinator Jordan Ryder

Marketing and Media Assistants Valerie Kosnevich, Andy Needham, Simon Reed
International Student Advisor Connor Pisano, Tamara Gonzalez

IND Program Coordinator Oscar Manzo
The School at Peridance Director Kelly Voelpal

The School at Peridance Coordinator Emily Hooper
The School at Peridance Assistant Jesse Arnst

Youth Ensemble Director Diego Funes
SynKopate Director Karin Rendelman

PCDC Development and Production Manager Miranda Brown
PCDC Company Coordinator Colin Heininger
PCDC Marketing Associate Celine Abdallah

PCDC Admin Assistant Quincy Hines
KnJ Theater Manager Richard Scandola

KnJ Sounds Operator Aleksandra Strekalova
Administrative Assistant Ariel Goussak

Nutcracker Assistant Sarah Krsnak



ABOUT THE PROGRAMS

PERIDANCE CONTEMPORARY DANCE COMPANY
Peridance Contemporary Dance Company (PCDC), founded by renowned 
choreographer, Igal Perry, is a repertory company with unwavering 
commitment to creative collaboration and sustainable social engagement. 
PCDC works nationally and internationally to amplify both emerging and 
established artistic voices and to create visionary performance based in care, 
vigor, and innovation. Guided by core values of Support for Artists, Access to 
Dance for All, and Community Engagement, PCDC is dedicated to expansive 
public programming, educational partnerships, and inclusive and equitable 
processes for all collaborating dancers, choreographers, composers, 
musicians, and designers.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Train in the Certificate Program and prepare for a professional dance 
career while experiencing Peridance’s vibrant dance community 
in the heart of New York City!

Peridance’s Certificate Program is a two year post-secondary training program 
for dancers ages 17-25. Two tracks of study are available: Commercial and 
Ballet/Contemporary. Students will take 3-5 classes daily including theory 
classes and dance technique classes. The program includes performance  
opportunities and mentorship. International students study on an F-1 Visa with 
the chance to receive OPT following successful completion of the program. 

THE SCHOOL AT PERIDANCE
The School at Peridance, with its renowned programs for students of all ages 
and levels, was established in 1983 and has been recognized as a pioneer in 
dance education within the New York Dance Community. The school features a 
progressive interdisciplinary approach to dance training, emphasizing a 
thorough understanding of various dance techniques, while promoting 
self-expression and creativity.

The School at Peridance offers enrollment based classes for students ranging 
from 18 months to 18 years. Upon completion of the Young Movers Program, 
students are able to choose to audition for the Core Pre Professional Training 
Track or move into the Children/Teen Open Track. 


